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Spin in nature

•	 A spider carefully spins a web in the corner of an old window frame.
•	 Rocks, soil and vegetation roll down a mountain side, creating a destructive and 

powerful avalanche.
•	 Stars and planets spin as they move around the Sun.
•	 A large snake suffocates an animal by twisting and turning, then wraps around its 

prey to secure a meal.
•	 Seed heads circling down from tree canopies adorn the forest floor.
•	 A tornado moves across sea and land, gathering speed and destroying everything in 

its path.
•	 Schools of fish twist, turn and spin as they move at speed through the ocean.

Louise Bourgeois
Maman

Sculpture

Kumasi, Ashanti, Ghana
Kente cloth

Textile
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John Steuart Curry
Tornado over Kansas

Painting

Georgia O’Keeffe
Calla Lily for Alfred, 1927

Painting

Here are some other suggestions that may stimulate your ideas:

•	 whirl
•	 sphere
•	 cycle
•	 orbit
•	 loop.

Using one of the given suggestions, or starting points of your own, develop your ideas to 
produce a personal response to the theme ‘Spin’.
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Spin in society

•	 Political spin can often be used to win votes for an important campaign.
•	 Crowds of people gather to protest about social injustice, but some become 

confused, dizzy and disorientated in the commotion.
•	 A meeting is called to improve public opinion on a potentially damaging situation.
•	 Young people can be puzzled by thoughts, issues and questions spinning around in 

their heads.
•	 Chaos and disorder occur when disaster strikes and the situation spirals out of control.

Christopher Richard Wynne Nevinson
A DAWN, 1914

Painting

Damien Hirst
Spin Painting
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Margaret Bourke-White
Gandhi and the Spinning Wheel

Photograph

Anish Kapoor
ArcelorMittal Orbit

Sculpture

Here are some other suggestions that may stimulate your ideas:

•	 publicity
•	 twist
•	 propaganda
•	 circulate
•	 convert.

Using one of the given suggestions, or starting points of your own, develop your ideas to 
produce a personal response to the theme ‘Spin’.
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Spin – objects

•	 Wheels spin round on fast moving vehicles.
•	 A chef whisks ingredients together in a bowl.
•	 A water wheel spins rapidly.
•	 A spinner twists fibres on to a spindle to create thread.
•	 Windmill sails rotate on a blustery day.
•	 Anglers cast and retrieve their spinners, hoping that a fish will bite.
•	 Well-oiled machine parts spin in a hot engine.

Bridget Riley
Blaze 1

Painting

Cara Barer
Vortex

Photograph
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Natalia Goncharova
The Cyclist

Painting

Old wooden spinning top
Wood

Here are some other suggestions that may stimulate your ideas:

•	 ring
•	 globe
•	 encircling
•	 transport
•	 time.

Using one of the given suggestions, or starting points of your own, develop your ideas to 
produce a personal response to the theme ‘Spin’.
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